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HISTORY OF THE “LOENING” AIRPLANE IN CNAC
By Z. M. Woxe

Loening Airplanes formed the first fleet of aircraft CNAC had in
starting a commercial air* service in China. They were better known at
that time as Loening Amphibians. It was a biplane equipped with one
Pratt & Whitney engine, tht Hornet B-2, and could carry six passengers. Its
cruising speed was 105 miles per hour with a range of about 500 miles.
It was these Loening Airplanes that inaugurated the first historic regular
mail and passenger service between Shanghai and Hankow on October 21,
1929. Regular schedules were then established with six round trips per
week. The route was extended to Ichang and oventually to Chungking in
1931. There were many colorful events regarding these Loening Airplanes
and they certainly deserve to occupy a significant page in the history of
CNAC and of commercial aviation in China.

In the beginning CNAC had five Loening Planes. They were named
after five cities. Their service life varied and some of them lasted till 1940
giving an active service life of over 10 years. The following data show
in detail these Loening Airplanes:—

Number Name Date Received  Date Retired
1. Nanking Sept. 24, 1929 Sold as junk at Chungking on May
: - 20, 1942
Shanghai Oct. 4, 1929 — ditto —

Hankow Oct. 4, 1929 Lost while anchored on river at
Hankow on August 12, 1931 as

a result of a storm
4, Kiukiang Oct. 22, 1929  Sunk near Wuling, on September 25,
1937 after forced landing on
account of bad weather -
5.  Wuchang Nov. 1, 1929 Left behind in Tunghu Lake, Wu-
chang, when CNAC evacuated

_ from Hankow

The first accident of Loenings in China took place in the morning of
December 9, 1930 involving damage to airplane, death to crew and injury .
to passengers. The airplane was No. 2, the pilot was Mr. Paul Baer an
co-pilot’ Mr. Pian, brother CNAC pilot, Capt. N. K. Pian. - Two of the
injured passengers were Mr. Yang Yung-tai, adviser to Generalissimo Chiang,
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and General Hsiung Shih-hwei. The airplane was on regular schedule,
Shanghai-Hankow, and it hit the mast of a junk when it was taking off
from the Whangpoo River. When the airplane was salvaged, it was con-
sidered beyond repair at the time and had to be scrapped because there
was neither personnel, nor rebuilding facilities in CNAC.

It was well known to every body at that time that commercial airplane
operation was a non-profit making enterprise. No airplane could operate
on its own revenue without subsidiary from the Government, which usually
was in the form of mail contract. There was no such arrangement in China
and CNAC operated without any subsidiary from the Government. It was
beyond its financial ability to purchase new airplanes to supplement damaged
ones when none of the planes was operative. The only alternative was to
repair or rebuild them, but there was no such facilities and personnel.

In February, 1931, CNAC was lucky in obtaining the service of Mr.
T. Wong who was then Chief of Navy Aircraft Factory in Foochow under
the Chinese Navy and is now Chief Secretary of CNAC. When he joined
CNAC, he brought in a number of experienced airplane mechanics from
Foochow and many of them are still in the service of CNAC in the Sheet
Metal. Shop. This was the beginning of CNAC airplane rebuilding shop.
Through his experience and efforts, Loening Airplane No. 2 was thoroughly
rebuilt and put into service again, notwithstanding the fact that there was
no adequate equipment except simple hand tools. Not only the original
characteristic of he airplane was maintained, the airplane actually was
faster with bigger load capacity than the original because the airplane
was converted into a flying boat instead of amphibian type after rebuilding.
A water rudder was installed to give it better manoeuvrability for taxiing
on water. A device known as the “cradle” was constructed to haul the
plane from and into the river. Since then every damaged plane was
rebuilt by CNAC irrespective of the extent of damage, and even those
undamaged ones were reconverted into flying boats.. Some of them had
been rebuilt so many times that all the original component parts of the
airplane had been entirely replaced by new ones.

At one time there was only one a'irﬁworthy Loening making daily flight
between Shanghai and Hankow, and the airplane was serviced during the
night. This was the beginning of night servicing of CNAC.

During the first few years of CNAC’s operations from 1929 to the end
of 1932 Loenings were the only type of airplanes to maintain a regular
schedule. Besides the regular run between Shanghai and Hankow, CNAC
was often requested to make special flights by the Government on urgent
missions. During the 1931 flood caused by the Yangtse River Loening
made many flood survey trips for the Government.
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There were several peculiar co-incidents which seem premonitory, if
not ill-foreboding, and they deserve mention here. Loening No. 2 was named
Shanghai and its first accident occurred in Shanghai. Loening No. 3 was
named Hankow and it was lost in Hankow during the 1931 flood. Loening
No. 5 named Wuchang and it ended its service for CNAC in the Tunghu
Lake, Wuchang.

Loening blazed air trails in China.

A CNAC ANECDOTES
By Z. M. Woxe

CNAC is the pioneer commercial airline in China. There were many
interesting narratives which deserve a space in the annals of China’s civil
aviation history. These narratives will appear in each publication for the
information of our readers. Any suggestions or corrections will be welcome.

I:

10.

CNAC made first schedule mail and passenger flight in China,
on October 21, 1929.

CNAE carried first air mail in China. (The writer handled this
airmail parcel in the morning of October 21, 1929).

CNAC sold the first printed domestic airplane passenger ticket, No. 1
to 'a Mr. Chang, Shanghai-Nanking, at CN$15.00 issued -by the
writer.

CNAC made the first night landing at Lunghwa Airfield in 1935
with the help of only a few hurricane lamps.

CNAC built the first commercial aircraft hanger at Lunghwa in 1931.
CNAC built the first commercial airfield at Lunghwa in 1932 with
runway made of broken bricks and cinder. This was the beginning
of the present Lunghwa Airfield. This field was enlarged by
the Shanghai City Government in 1935.

CNAC installed the first electric runway, boundary and obstruction
lights with rotating beacon at Lunghwa Airfield in 1935.

CNAC built San-Hu-Pa airfield at Chungking with hewn stone
runaway on sand bed. San-Hu-Pa is a delta in the Yangtsze River
and it is under water for a few weeks every year during high water
season. This is the one and the only one of such airfield in the world.
CNAC airplane engine overhaul shop was established in 1930 and
was first of its kind in China.

CNAC made the first Shanghai-Chungking flight in one day in
a Stinson plane, a distance of over 1,000 miles, in 1933.



A BIG FAMILY
By Wikie J. Kao

To promote a better understanding and co-operation among employees
of this company is an important factor toward a successful administration
of a highly specialized airline. To achieve this, it is necessary to make all
of us feel to be a member of a big family. In other words, the giving us
of chances to meet and enjoy together at our off hours will undoubtedly help
to realize suchﬁ an aim.

The following are a few off-hour activities which I would like to

suggest:

(1) Semi-monthly lecture—A committee be organized to invite notable

persons in this city to give lectures on topics of general interest.

(3) Concert—An arrangement with USIS, XORA radio station, or

_other similar organizations will make it possible for us to hold
weekly or semi-monthly vocal, recital or record concert.

(4) Sports—Teams of all sports be organized, and frequent friendly

gamés with other teams be encouraged. .

To make above activities a real success, it is hoped that encouragement
and possibly financial assistance be given by the company. For instance,
senior officials of this company should participate from time to time in any
of the above activities, and transportation facilities be granted.

Let us hope that in the very near future, we will look at one another
as brothers and sisters of a big family.

Any comments and suggestions on the above topic will be sincerely

welcome. .
April 27, 1948

STEWARDESS CORNER

By EL1ZABETH Lan

Twenty-ffth of March, 1948—how this date brings back memories of
March, 1946! We are now celebrating our second anniversary as Ste-
wardness with CN.A.C. Originally there were six girls in the first class
and we called ourselves “The Big Six.”

Stewardesses were comparatively new to the flying public of China;
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the Company had only one flight nurse on duty during the pre-war days.
We were trained by Mr. G111ettc formerly with P.A.A,, who spent many
hours of concentrated effort trying to mold us into the perfect flight attend-
ants. - After three months under his wing, we were full-fledged Stewardesses
and on our own. The first fllight on which a Stewardess was scheduled
was made by Miss Betty Ho, with ex-premier T. V. Soong to Chungking,
on April 16, 1946. Since that time, we cach have accumulated over a
thousand flying hours.

Meanwhile, Mr. Gillette left the employ of CN.A.C. and we were
then supervised by Mrs. Prevost, formerly a Stewardess with American
Airlines in the U.S.A. With her, our Section increased from six to twenty-
seven girls. Under Mrs. Prevost’s direction, time for completion of training
course decreased from the tedious three months to six weeks. Training
course now consists of: Aircraft Familiarization,. Passenger Service, Meal
Service, First Aid, Meteorology,  Communications, Company Rules and
Regulations and Traffic. After completion of above subjects, we are given
our wings and report to Flight Operations for scheduling.

Mrs. Prevost, however, did not remain with us for long, returning to
the States in September, 1947. Since that time, Mrs. Shilling has supervised
our work and under her direction we are rapidly becoming an important
factor of the Company. At this date, we are forming a new training class
for ten girls, bringing total number of Stewardesses to forty-one.

In retrospect, the past two years have been interesting ones, ones in
which we have expanded, learned and worked hard. We hope we have
enhanced the comfort of all passengers whom we have served.

FLIGHT OPERATIONAL NOTES

Flight personnel in CNAC consist of 62 captains, 50 copilots, 47 ﬂigflt
operators, 31 stewardesses, 8 navigators and 7 flight engineers. . . .

Ground personnel in Flight Operations total 54. ...

Ground personnel are distributed at Shanghai, Hankow, Chungking,
Kunming, Hongkong, Peiping and Mukden. ...

Various sectiions handled by the above ground personnel in Shanghai
are Scheduling, Dispatching, Flight Watch, Briefing, Ramp Control, Flight
Records, Statistics, Passenger Service, Ships Service, Teletype, Control
Tower.. .. E

C. C. Hsich has been transferred to Hongkong as Assistant Station
Manager. .. .



C. K. Tseng will assume his duties at Tokyo in the near future. ...

Capt. Rogers is not listed among the above flight personnel. ...

Y. C. Young has been given one of the most difficult assignments by
being appointed OD Representative at Mukden. ...

Orville Wright, who together with his brother, Wilbert made the first
heavier than air flight on December 17, 1903, died last month. This flight
led to the development of the modern airplane. ...

Our friend Reynolds, the ball pen man, should note that recently
a bicycle was ridden over the Andes Mountains. ... The bicycle was
strapped upright in a local south American airliner and paddled as the
airplane was flown between Buenas Aires to Santiago. ...

Using the same technique, some enterprising individual will probably
canoe his way around the world backward and still beat the Reynold’s
Bombshell record. ...

CNAC is acquiring additional C46 type aircraft. Although over 6,000
hours was flown during the month of April, the goal of 10,000 hours per
month by December is becoming more possible as the months pass. ...

In flying 6,000 hours during the month of April, “48, CNAC covered
over 750,000 statute miles.... More than 30 times around the world at
the equator. :

Mr. E. M. Allison, our present Operations Manager, was the first chief
pilot for CNAC. . ..

1949 will be the 20th anniversary of this Company. ...

The first aircraft, a Loening was named Nanking and received on Sept.
241000 5o

It is interesting to note that this same aircraft was sold as junk at
Chungking on May 20, 1942. ... :

Z. M. Wong is the official custodian of CNAC history. <. .

The new Douglas DC9 is a speedy twin engine aircraft which will
compete with the Martin 202 and the Consolidated 240. ... All airliners
now flying in the U,S. must be equipped with. radar equipment showing
terran or obstructions ahead and altitude. ... CNAC Trans-pacific aircraft
will carry the same. . .. :

Automatic pilots are now equipped with Flight Path Controls that
automatically make letdowns in bad ‘weather or poor visibility.... None
of these auto pilots are in use in China' ... The local cinema show
“Calcutta” starring Alan Ladd and William Bendix concerns CNAC in
theory. . ..

The present dispensary was the original Passenger Teérminal. .~ SDs.
Wong was with the British Army in India during the: war... . 7 irst
scheduled flight of CNAC was made in 1929 from Shanghai to Hankow .. ..
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During the month of April 48, our Passenger Service supplied 503
parachutes, 1434 lift jackets, 92 20-man life rafts, 46 emergency radios, 67
portable oxygen kits, 183 first aid kits, 221 sand bags and other expendable
equipment. . . .

HUNDRED HOUR CHECK

1. What OD Representative has been going around mumbling Japanese
to himself? :

2. Prof. Lo’s Little Red School House now dispensing knowledge to
cream-of-the-crop co-pilots. Lotsa’ Captain material there, Boys?

3. Calling all Detectives: applicants report to ‘Man-Hunt McDivitt’s’
Office.

4. Capt. Kusak still cutting teeth??? Nice cutting place SFO for
a month or so!

5. Promotion of what DC-3 Captain to C-46 schedules is causing much
sighing among Stewardesses?

6. The OM’s new office is the plushiest-of-plush. How about a good-
looking Office-Girl to go with it?

7. Capt. M. H. Liang will be saying his “I do’s” with 4all the full
trimmings this month, & a honeymoon in Hongkong.

8. A new co-pilot will be arriving in the Y. T. Chin family soon.

. Also Capt. Lynn Parrish will soon be passing those “ceegars” around.

10. What Flight Engineer has been scheduled to SFO on every other
trip and why?

11. Al George has been ‘bowled” over by what fair damsel? Just
getting some points on the game, Al?

12." Cupid feally throwing his darts around in the Stewardess Section:

Diane Cheng returned from her leave in Hongkong with a brand ,

new husband. Linda Koeh is wearing a diamond ring bigger than
she is Thersea Shen will be married June 4th. j

13. Stewardess Violet Chen was seen the other day in Operations—hope
you will be back with us soon, Violet.

14. Remark made in passing by Stewardess Betty Ho—"“Well, money
isn’t everything, but it sure does help!”

15. Submitted by one Mr. Heckman: definition of props is: things
you need for eyelids on Monday morning.

o
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HEARSAY FROM LUNGHWA

By [ ¥ Yy
Dancing Party only an April First Story

At the beginning of this month, various rumours from different sources
swung around. The most interesting one was that a dancing party for
CNAC personnel and their families would be held at the Lido Open Air
Garden on a certain Saturday. It was said that, after dancing, there would
be dinner and other entertainments, and each person present was privileged
to take part in a public lottery. The first prize winner may get a motor
cycle of Harry-Davison Brand, the second a 6-tubed Philco radio and the
third a good camera. Everybody was joyous to learn this surprising news.
_Those who could not dance focused their attention at the luxurious prizes,
while others wished to avail themselves of this opportunity to show their
new steps. In the long run, we found it was one of those stories told on
All Fools’ Day. - Anyway, we were lucky to have one month extra pay
on the 5th, so that everybody would not feel too much disappointed and
could jenjoy himself in his own way. Right now we are still expecting

a dancing party and hope it will come true.

How Supply Division Personal Kill Times
The following is the result of a recent survey on “What are personnel

of Supply Division doing after lunch and before the 1 p.m. whistle blows?”:

60 9% Reading newspapers and magazines

25 9%, Gossiping

5.9, Taking a rest
% Walking around the airfield.
%, Playing chess
% Phoning
% Meditating

Charity House Lottery
The 16th of April was a memorable day on which the lottery of the

Charity House Lottery Ticket sponsored by the Winter Relief Committee
‘took place. Every ticket holder wore a nervous expression on that day and
imagined that how happy he would be only if his ticket number would be
one of the fifty picked out from a total of six hundred thousand within
twenty four hours. CNAC personnel bought more than 1000 such tickets,
but no one had the luck to be one of the owners of these houses. Members
of the female staff had no interest in the House Lottery Ticket. They are
getting ready for the Diamond Lottery Ticket which is said to be issued
in the near future. This’is another example to tell that woman’s desire
is greater than man’s.

- N DN WU
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PROMOTION AND TRANSFER

PREPARED BY PND

OPERATIONS DEPARTMENT

NAME MOVEMENT

S. L. Cheung (%3 B.) Transferred to Shanghai
Radio Station

S. C. Wang (EEm) —ditto—

C. H. Chow (Bl z#) —ditto—

S. M. Chun (& ) —ditto—

S. L. Hwang (3% 24%) —ditto—

Yo ¥ Kuo (FRKIR) ~—ditto—

W. C. Chen (M 44 ) Transferred to Canton Station

S. H. Chen (MK 7). Transferred to Amoy Station

: as Operator-in-charge

S. Y. Liu (%14 4) Transferred to Hsuchow
Radio Station

G Tkl (& p3%) —ditto—

K H=Lin (814 ) ' Transferred to Foochow
Radio Station

Y. H Y (#r##2) Promoted to Captain

S. Y. Cheng (#+3%)  Transferred to Ichang
Station; promottd to

‘ Operator-in-charge

€. €. Yango (#% B £) Transferred to Peiping
Station; promoted to Assistant
Operator-in-charge

Ballon Tsong (& 18#.) Reclassified to Radio

: Mechanic

W. Chen (PR #&) Transferred to Luchow
Radio Station

C. T. Ching (2% 1) Transferred to Chikiang
Radio Station

‘L. 1. Tien (W &%) Transferred to Hankow
Radio Station »

K. € Tang (# B A) Transferred to Hankow
Radio Station

S. T. Chiang  (#8% /&) Transferred to Laifeng

Radio Station

— 9

DATE
May 3, 1948

May 1, 1948
—ditto—
May 6, 1948
May 13, 1948
May 14, 1948
May 1, 1948
1948

1948

1948
1948

1948
1948

1948
1948
9, 1948
1948
1948

1948

1948




NAME
€. K Kio

€. W. Chu
S € Cheng

B. S. Shuh

‘B4 To
S.E Lu
M. K. Lee
B . Isai

G P Tso
¥ K foh

C. F. Kuo
. FE-Pao

e oS Yu
H:S. Yin

M. Y. Lee

Robert Y. Chén

K. S. Wang

k- Ku

T.i M. Chi

(B )

(%% X)
(ER424)

(R18F)

MOVEMENT

Transferred to Kunming
Radio Station

—ditto—
Transferred to Chungking
Station
Transferred to Shanghai
Station

BUSINESS DEPARTMENT

(B3ER)
(& #57)
(34 5)
(RER)

(&%)
(ELE)

(3R Al %)
(&F1R)

(h# %)
(A4 H)

(F M%)
(I‘ﬁk%#)
(£ L48)

Transferred to Business
Department

—ditto—
Transferred to Hsuchow

Booking Office as Station
Manager

Transferred to Canton
Booking Office
' e
Transferred to Chengchow
Booking Office
Transferred to Foochow
Booking Office
Transferred to Shengyang
Booking Office

—ditto—
Transferred to Hankow

Booking Office

Transferred to Peiping
Booking Office

Transferred to San Francisco

Office

Promoted to Assistant Station

DATE

May 12, 1948

May 11, 1948
May 14, 1948

May 15, 1948

May 1, 1948
May 14, 1948
May 1, 1948
May 4, 1948

May 22, 1948
May 9, 1948

May 10, 1948

May 1, 1948

—ditto—
May 12, 1948

May 24, 1948
May 7, 1948

May 3, 1948

Manager, Shanghai Booking Office

SECRETARIATE DEPARTMENT

(E#mR)

(FH458)

Transferred to Statistics

Office

—ditto—

S

May 12, 1948

—ditto—



Col. T. Wong on the left of the
picture is shown to-gether with
Dr. Tu the Chinese Ambassador to
Burma, the photograph was taken
at party given by Overseas Chinese
in Rangoon.

FARATA ARG BHE(FERE)

A street scene of Rangoon, looking from

the Sule Pagoda towards Rowe Company.

Pidgeons are always to be found
in any of the temples in Rangoon,
these are fed by the worshipers,
and each time that a feed is thrown
out thousands would scramble for

the food.

A 4 (1)

A joy-ride was given by CNAC to the people

of Rangoon on the Inauguration flight to
Burma ; among those who enjoyed the tour
over the city of Rangoon was the Burmese
Minister of Communication (in Native dress)
shown together with the crew of the DC-4.
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- At the base of the Gold
Pagoda are many shrines
each housing a god. In
the Gold Pagoda Temple
there over a hundred of
these small shrines.

ok A B >

In Bangkok many Temples
of architectural beauty
may be found: here is
shown the spire of Wat

Arun, (the tempie of
Dawn). s




A peculiar Architecture is
shown in this picture of
the roof of one of the
Shrines in  the Gold
Pagoda Temple, of
Rangoon.

The stone Image of the
Big Head Temple. The

image  itself

about 50 ft. in height

measures

and about 190 Fft. in

“—

length.:

"B 2 F 8




Our Managing Director Col. C. Y. Liu visited

the Minister of Communications for Siam, =
(center) when the survey party arrived in ;]L’
Bangkok. -

An informal of five girls : Misses Ellen Chen,
Lolly Wong, Linda Koeh, Diane Chen -and
Miss Julia Shih. :

In Okinawa the scenic beauty is unexcelled,
here is shown a view looking into the Pacific
Ocean.

In Batavia in the compound of the Hotel Des
Indes personnel of all Depts are here repre-

sented: C. H. Ky, B.D.; P. K. Mei, G.AD.; Foy
Hwa, O.D.: Y. Y. Sze, O.D., and P. Y."Sze F.D.

In Batavia Foy Hwa pedals two girls around,

Miss Alice Dung and Elizabeth Lan. 2

«— Another scene of Okinawa : looking across the

Point to Ishihawa Beach, the point is seen
in the middle jutting out into thesea.
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