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COLLECTOR SERIES II The World's Smallest Commercial Airport

,

Built prior to \illorld War Il for the China National
Avration Corporation (CNAC|, SanHuPa was located
on a 2l0O foot island in the Yangtze River iust below
the City of Chungking, China. TowerinB moun-
tains, rising right from the rivers edge, meant the
Chungking rcsidents had to desc:rd 767 ste ps from
their mountain city to the river level and SanHuPa -
but that was a convenicnce compared to the four
hour ride over rutty mountain roads to the nearest
othcr arrpon, Peishiyi.

CNAC, besides flying thrrughout China hegin'
ning in thc 3O's, pioneercd the wtrrld lamous
"Hump" r()ur€ ovcr thc Himilayas, thc highest
mountains in thc world between lndia and China,
With thc fall of Burma, CNAC was for rnany
molrths thc sole source o{ supplies ti} th(' wh(rlc
c()untry oi Clrina.

Slnlltrlt;r's krne ll{(X) forrt runway u;t\ ,ltodc

even shoner by the presence of high tension electrical
wires running from mountaintop to mount:intop
across the Yangtze on the approach end ol the run-
wly. These wires connected power for the City o{
Chungking which straddled the Yangtze.

Approach procedure, after crossing the homer
on thc city mountaiDtop was, alter breaking out, to
tly down the river until you cleared the wires, slow.
ing to g0mph while making a 9ff to the le{t to the
private tennis court situated on a {lat spot on the
srde of the mountain, at which point you had full
flaps and with a quick 9{f to the right were rcady to
touch down on the ffrst lew feet o{ the runway. The
riler, wirrding bctween the mountains, prevented
any possrhility of a go-around. You had iust one try.

J'akr-uff was to rnakc a l8f, holdingthc brakcs
whilc y,lu rr:vved up to full throttlc and rcleasing
thc hrukcs tu starl yuur roll. Lilt-ol{ was at mini-

mum flying speed and climb-out at meximurn rate
of climb until you cleared those same high tension
wires g8ein,

But the electricel wires and mountainous ter-
rain werc not SanHuPa's only hazards. Each spring
the airpon disappeared under the raging floodwaten
of the Yangtze River. The terminal building and
other (acilities had to be dismantled and lugged up
the mountainside to a safe spot above the
{lorxlstage. When the w*ter subsided, they would
then be carted back down to the island, again opening
S*nHuPa.

T<xlay, the road ttr Peishiyi has been improved
;rnd, with a tunnr:l through the mountaing is now
only alxrut an hour fnrm the city. While you can still
scc :llyrs o{ the SanHul}a runway, the islanri now
supfx)rt$ a bridge across tht river, ef{cctively ending,
I lrr rrsc r{ SanHuP:r.
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