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PROGRAM:

THURSDAY, JULY 1

FRIDAY, JULY 2

Registration Registration

1700 Dockside Cocktail Party Golf

1800 Buses depart for night Sea World
on “T” town to include Mexican

dinner and Jai Alai game Zoo

_ : Fishing
i | 1830 Cocktail Cruise on Bahia Belle
| \ 2000 Arrive at Catamaran for Luau




SATURDAY, JULY 3

Golf

Sea World

Zoo

Harbor Tour

1830 Cocktails

2000 CNAC Banquet

Speaker: Gen. Bruce K. Holloway, USAF
Commander-in-Chief, SAC

- T m e

Our Special Thanks at the 30th Anniversary Reunion of AVG/CNAC to

McDonnel Douglas Aircraft Co., Mobil Oil Company, The Flying Tiger Line, General Electric Company.

SUNDAY, JULY 4

Early morning “hard core” golf
AVG Business Meeting |
1330 Buses depart for San Diego Aero-Space Museum

1400 Dedication of AVG Exhibit at
San Diego Aero-Space Museum

1830 Cocktails |
2000 AVG Banquet |

Speaker: William P. Lear, Sr. |
Roastmaster: Robert W. Prescott




“General Chennault and his company of air knights will always be remembered
by the Chinese people as comrades in arms, and as the friendly
representatives of a friendly people.”

—Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek

“The magnificent victories these Americans have won in the air over the
paddy fields of Burma are comparable in character if not in scope with
those won by the Royal Air Force over the orchards and hop fields of Kent
in the Battle of Britain.”

—Winston Churchill

“Like Lafayette in America, these gallant young men will ever be gratefully
enshrined in the memory of the Chinese people.”

—T.V. Soong

“The Flying Tigers were a blazing beacon of ultimate victory. For this
happy revelation of theirs in our darkest hours their story is deathless. And
deathless too is our gratitude.”

—~Clare Boothe Luce

“They are China’s angels with — or without! — wings.”
—Madame Chiang Kai-shek







“Just one of life’s little vicissitudes”
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A Brlef Hlstory of CNAC

(China Natmnal Aviation Corporatlon}

While the Tlgcrs flew in the skies above Burma ancl i

China fighting the aerial advances of the Japanese, an-

other band of men were undertaking as heroic and often -
even a more dangerous assignment than their compatriot

fighter pilots.

Little attention was paid to their accomplishments for_

instead of fighting the enemy in the skies, theirs was the
job to see that Chennault’s fighter forces got the supplies
they needed to fly and fight—ammunition, fuel and food.

Members of “CNAC,” they were pilots for China Na-
tional Aviation Corp. Many who flew with General Chen-
nault during the A.V.G. days later stayed on in China to
fly with CNAC.

Actually, CNAC came into being long before the Tigers
reached Rangoon. Set up by Pan American World Air-
ways to fly commercially in China, it had been in opera-
tion for several years before the start of World War II in
19398

When the World War spread to China, CNAC began
flying supplies and personnel to areas which had been
isolated from land connections by the enemy. In fact,
many Tigers and their supplies were flown to Chennault
bases during the days of the AVG: in 1941-42. Eventually,
CNAC became the main source of supply for the AVG,
flying into Burma and China from India.

It was during thls time, early in 1942, that CNAC pm—

':Originally;,' CNAC '_waé: a small core of experienced
transport pilots. To their ranks were added many Tiger

pilots as well as adventure-seeking commercial pilots,

some of whom had mnever flown anything bigger than a

Cub. Most of them had never been at the controls of

multi-engine equipment or done any instrument flying. But

_these were the men who manned CNAC’s small fleet of

C-47’s, later reinforced with C-46’s, and became China’s
prime contact with the outside world.

For many months, these Hump pilots, now flying night
and day over the world’s roughest and highest terrain in
all kinds of weather, fair and foul, provided almost the
entire airlift for all the U.S. forces in China.

With little or no radio aids—under constant harass-
ment by enemy fighters and flying unarmed over inade-
quately charted areas on daily flight schedules in' which
16 to 20 hours of work was routine, they poured on ever-
increasing trickle of supplies into starving China.

It was an operation as rough as the country and many
CNAC crews and their planes are still out on the Hump,
a never-to-be-forgotten monument to the sacrifice that
built a supply route which eventually made its all-impor-
tant contribution to V-Day.

A trip and a half a day over the 500-mile Hump route
was common. There were many CNAC pilots who came
out of the war with 500-trip records over the Hump and
some with trip totals as high as 700.

until the great might of United States man r an
plies could be massegi to §5§m th “

These were the men—CNAC-—who plugged the d)}ce ;:.' g
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1971 AWARD WINNER William P. Lear, Sr., is one of America’s great

aviation pioneers but the amazing fact about this inven-

tive genius is that at 69 years of age he is still hard at
William P. Lear, Sr. work finding new and better ways to get around the
world.

Currently, he is involved in research and develop-
ment of low pollution power systems to replace internal
combustion engines,

Lear’s accomplishments could fill the lives of two or
three men. Born June 26, 1902 in Hannibal, Mo., he
decided on a career in electronics when he was 10, after
listening to radio accounts of the Titanic disaster. He
built his own battery charger at 13, left school after
graduating at 15, and joined the Navy as a radio techni-
cian. At 20, he became president of his own radio labora-
tory company and in the years that followed, as president
of companies bearing his name, he —

developed the first automobile radio; specialized in
aerospace instruments, electronics, automatic controls
and fluid-handling devices; developed the autopilot for
the Caravelle jetliner; designed and built the famed Lear
Jet business aircraft; developed the concept of the eight-
track stereo; and then moved into his present interest—
low-pollution power systems. His current work also
includes development, design and production of an ad-
vanced autopilot suitable for any size of aircraft.

Lear’s recognition within industry and professional
ranks has been as outstanding as his career accom-
plishments. His awards include the Frank M. Hawks
Memorial Trophy for navigational design, the Collier
Trophy for aviation achievement, the Swedish Thulin
Medal and the Great Silver Medal of Paris for his work
in aviation, Los Angeles Engineer of the Year Award,
the Horatio Alger Award, and honorary degrees in
engineering and science from the University of Michigan
and the Art Center College of Design.

He is an honorary fellow in the American Institute
of Aeronautics and Astronautics and the New York
Academy of Sciences.

PREVIOUS TROPHY WINNERS

1952—Capt. Russell . Brown 1962—Maj. Robert M. White

First American pilot to down a MIG—Korea First pilot to qualify as an astronaut in an airplane—X-15
1954—William B. Bridgeman 1964—Col. Lee, Chinese Air Force

Pioneer pilot on the X3 For distinguished classified mission
1956—George F. Smith 1965—Col. Robert L. Stephens, Lt. Col. Daniel Andre

First pilot to survive supersonic bailout Pilots of the YF-12A to new world speed and
1957—A.M. “Tex” Johnston altitude records

First pilot to fly the 707 1967—Maj. General Charles R. Bond, Jr.
1958—Lt. General Claire Lee Chennault 35 year career in military aviation from fighter pilot
1959—Maj. Walter W. Irwin to Commanding General

World speed record in F-104—1404 MPH 1969—Col. Thomas P. Stafford

Apollo 10 Commander




Miss Flying Tiger of 1971

Miss Flying Tiger of 1971 is a native of San Diego
—and one of the city’s more scenic attractions.

Kathi Houston is her name, and among her many
titles are Miss Teen-A-Merica, Miss Autorama,
Miss El Cajon and Miss SLOBB (Stop Littering
Our Beaches and Bays). For obvious reasons,
she’s also a regular finalist in the Most Watchable
Bikini in San Diego contest. Just as we went to
press we received word that Kathi has been named
Miss Southern California.

As a Physical Education major in a local college,
Kathi is constantly at work improving her physical
fitness, though how much more it could be im-
proved is questionable. For the mathematically-
minded, she is 18 years old, 5'6” tall and mea-
sures 38-25-36.




AVG Exhibit—San Diego
Aero-Space Museum

A high point of this year’s reunion is the dedication
on Sunday, July 4th, of the AVG Exhibit at San Diego’s
outstanding Aero-Space Museum.

The result of two years’ patient work by three dedi-
cated men, this exhibit—the only one of its kind in the
world—contains more information on the AVG than has
ever been gathered together before. The focal point is
a P-4ON on loan from the Tallmantz Air Museum,
painted in AVG colors and decorated with all three
squadron insignias and flags representing the 299 enemy
aircraft downed by the group.

In addition to the uniforms, souvenirs and other
material on exhibit, the Museum’s archives contain many
historical documents relating to the AVG.

Credit for the exhibit belongs to Col. Owen F. Clarke,
USAF (Ret), the Aero-Space Museum’s Executive Direc-
tor; John M.Williams, Chairman of the AVG Historical
Committee; and Weston C. Williams, Ex-Officio Research
Director. Thanks are also due to the many AVG mem-
bers who provided the materials included in the exhibit.

This historical collection in one of the country’s
major museums is truly a fitting tribute to the brave
handful of men who contributed so immeasurably to the
morale of the people of China and the United States
during the darkest days of the War.

The Aero-Space Museum displays much of the history
of American aviation. Its location in San Diego is most
appropriate for here began many of the historic enter-
prises in man’s conquest of the air. Most famous, of
course, was the manufacture of the airplane which Col.
Charles Lindbergh flew on his pioneering flight across
the North Atlantic.

Shown at the AVG Exhibit, San Diego Aero-Space Museum are
right) Col. Owen F. Clarke, Weston C. Williams, Kathi Houston (Miss
Flying Tiger of 1971) and Col. John M. Williams.




AUTOGRAPHS






	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	18
	19

