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_mﬁnﬂ Wanders to a few yaars age when I find I clearly remember seeing large sereamlng

s in huge black cap;tels in one of Shanghai's leading newspaper , then the North’ Ghzna
These snormous black letiers were warping all British natlonals, partzcularly

th-chlldrsn to evacuate as soon as possible froem all China ports as the Far Eastern

affalrsiﬁ::braachzng a cr1t10a1 palnt.

It

the opti

was with luck that at the time, my husbanﬁ's firm presanted us with a 1ettar givxng us

on of either remalnzng with the firm in Shanghai, or proceed to safe pointe overseas.

Seelng that we had always wanted the opportunity to leave Jhina as she really wes reachlng an.

ugly sta
ehoice'w
#

8.8,

. 8¢hene.

For

at the F)

ke, and both being young and adventurous, this to us proved a golden epportunity, our’

28 husiralia. Arrangemenis were made almost immediately, and passage was booked on thy

hui® which had been chaertered by the British Government to carry out the evacuation

|She ﬁas;tolsail ou Becember 3rd 1941.

E&ﬂatslylfer us, the day turned out to be beautiful, and much were we thrilled to arri:

aenéh‘ngg,wﬁe#a-ghg wag tied up, to see this 4000 ton tub ready te carry us on our

- adventur

 aifficul

find that

" to bunk
"~ and fo:

the busy

| Ared

anglnes B

Whangpao

Thefquﬁy was crowded with peqple bidding each ether adieu, ahd with slight
‘y'ﬁerwarsafggéllﬁwégfgyﬁbféiiﬁﬁifﬁé ééﬁggiani and emiark.' e weré axtremely happy-;e
a snltable size c&bxn had been allotied us, this came 2s a surprise 53 we expeatad
n. the hald, as we ware told th&t cabln space had been raserved for the aged and 1nf1ri

EY

'others wzth chlldren. #e depasitad our luggage in 1t and ventured en tep dack to vxea
crowd, th1s tlme frcm a better angle though, and to see the last of Shanghei.

1nd_#he;noga hour_the gaagplank was 11fted, the bhawsers removed from tba'bollards,'t&m
.ufning géntlyglthe 8.5. "Anhui® slawly erept along the dirty mnddy yellow waters of %‘

whmch two hours 1atsr brought us o the astuary of the Yangtzae. Wﬁ remalned on dack

'unﬁll the last ef the scsnery was swallowed up and then proceeded. belew to. unpask.

Amongst the erowd were a couple who had been delegated by the Government %o take charga
of the.pe
-Thgjvesse

motherlar

1

msengars'_welfars a8 far as Slngapore, where we were to change boats for Anstralxa.

1 carrled 470 passengers aut of which st least 15@ were Iadlans returnlng to their N

d, and the Bhlp was certainly over—crowded.



1o Jvurn&;iu;é.guﬁ ?rové u SEOOLn one Ior‘me, my nuspend turned out to bhe a better‘saiic
and Littlfe:_wcfds can express how relieved was I whon we reached Hongkong on the 6th inst. I
éan honéstly;say Hqﬁggoﬁg's harbour is truly magnificent, it is one that has always been great
admirad;:.lﬁ was during our admir&tion that the vessei was boarded by %hé Harbour FPolice, who,
when aatisfie&'#ith tﬁéir invastiaations; issued permission for those wanting ta; to go ashore

Some succumbed o thla gl adly, whilsti others had their various anpolntments. The ship sailed

- [ - —— . ___.....-,'_._.‘

S -2 -
-tha£ even1ng at 7.00p.m.

'Oh’tre Bth mornlnd there was much confusion which dlsturbed.our nappy mlndé. We inquirsd
féggrding ﬁhis frenzy only to find that it wes the Oaptain's wish for us 21l to gﬁther at the
stern deaL for a meet;ng. He made kis preaaace known slmest 1mmed1ataly, and be:ore long to -
our hqr;oz; th359 were some of the words he had u+tared,“§hr has besn declared siace 8o'clock
“this mornmng by Japen on the Allied naticns, and dangerously are we S¢111ng in enemy waters.
Thoée_héppy smiling faces were now completely distorted end as rigidly and calmly as we stood
trying.to gather ourselves out of the horrible mist, words of encouragament were asiing us to
please be as aldful as possible during this distressing peried. From now on blackout would
be in e;fect, no clgarettes to be smoked and 2ll able-bodied men were asked to volunteer for
look—oﬁt iuty.- There, the Gaptamn received every bif of co~0peratzon. The feeling within us
then is 1naescr1bable, but nevertheless we rasolved to take our fate, come what may. That nig
was 2 dre&dful one,_ veryone WS Nnervous and shaken for fear 1est we should bs sommered by &
subéarins, and belzeve me the first szgn of dawn, we certaxnly thanké& God when we found
ournelves staamlng throagh between Mariveles and the Island of Ccrreg;dor into the calm of the
Eanlla Bag where we anchored for some time uniil the stzllness was broksan by'a quarantzne
1agnph_apnroach1ng us. It was bo&rded with several officials who for some unknown ressons
_%ﬁqse;io shout zt our baptaln from soma d;staace away warting 1nformat1on rscaraxng tn
.9'55§5gér5; TTe uaptaln reciprocated in the same menner 1nfor¢1ng $hem of the datalls they
'requlred, only to be teld thet they would return. Rumour picked up that ‘a1l women and - crlldr:
would_be taken ashore shich caused quite a furor as false rumours often CLPS but things
auieﬁeﬁeg whsn-the same laanch;reappeared with the dlrect grder that our shlp remain at bay
under quar&ntlne unt1l such a time they felt like releasing us. Th;s strange method of
'treatmev{-overwhelmea us partlcularlg as danger was 1mm1nent at any moment, but whether we

llked 1t or noﬁ, we: remazned ‘thus 21l day with no change in the schadule untzl the naxt

mﬂrn1ng the 10th 1nst.




Aflber hevisg braakfastsd, I returned to the eabin where an wcmlataa" amownt n':t‘ washi—hg
| wns #wa:c—ting ma, a8 was in there net .'umger then 10 mimﬂ;es when the érene af planas in the
dxsﬁams frightaned MOe . I peeked ent of the perthola, and surs enaugh, thara tizay wera,
3‘,‘:...-:.amazmg nugber ﬁazzlmg hniliantly in the sun. Instantly and insﬁnctively, 1 had the
presenaa af mm{ to grab hath 1i£’a’belts althengh at ths t:ma I had ro :.dea whera nty hash&nﬂ
-__Iwas:. X msha& aut insaaaly ‘be al?. deeks, and when I f:.nally reache& tha t.ap ans, there was
'.é.' léréw& all hus:.ly watchmg the enemy planas flyiag in perfect farma.tion mtheut the sl:lghtez
epya'sitle-n from ﬂ&iieei. -pianas. ‘Ihe anti—aireraf& gune. asaé by the defsnders mm so ozd that
-t‘h.a.;ziwas wera nat even fouched. I stoeé £ar awh:ua e«mp—laﬁ ely traasﬁxad wa.tehing '?.his

x amazixxg manoemrra, eiaxad and bsmlé.ered, w}zan su&denly 8 thiek haarse cry fma: tiw c"ap*kam'

_1ips or 

 oursslveq ‘ogathiry we _ _ |
Guz‘-s'elvés?.; Ths all-clm squnéad sefm after and nthaut hesitatmn we rushaﬂ %m h& t&p deek 4

fmd shatl the $eBe- "ﬁnshuu ha& besn hit on the radio dabix

maﬂ 'l:hs a.as"‘%ugelanﬁ" s\tff .

::.-:':damaga. hatween_-thg&rid'gew and forwerd hold. -4 wa&-h&:&zﬁiﬂg.fﬂx@uﬁy and 1&-‘&-01-: -s&nk:-.- We@ L
" lugkily, had missed bn‘inig hit by 50 foek! Cavite, the American Neval: ;sase, was: ﬂ;estrayad. The
:.lovaly £etrmatmn whlch i&a& wanghb szgﬁt-saers usmistsd of 27 planes g0 ebsem«ars c,lmmed, hﬂ‘t '

""'*rb was ; '_iy ane tha‘kf had perfarmed th:z.s das‘ﬁardly act. Hie h@abi.ag wss axtrsmely aecuratw. ca

;'.t;haug}_:z; L. 19&1*11:& lat:er ef the panic whiah ‘B:eak plaee ob our ship during th»ie: tumu]—.t, it 1&6 tso

s i i R R St e A

no gasualbiss,

har thids with Rreat afii'fi&i‘aﬁey a!!.d wasted no time in

The Qaarantine “GEPTeTHLE" shaws& wp
arder:.ng ‘the ;esssl tb-lﬁe anchored a,t Pier 7.  ¥hen this was dope, the F'ﬂipme passport
bffici‘al-s boarderd a.nd Jtast as we were ready io line wp preparimg to hand onr passport.s gver,
3 anothar alarm sounded and in two shakes the deck was e}.aarad. However it se happeaed the raid
'uras plamnad elseuvhere and before long we were back to where we were. In axchange for our '
passports, we recez.vad a small white ident:f‘z.catien card, on it, cur pa.ss;sort rumbers written
;'1n ink ang our f‘zngerprlnts. ‘4 passport is a valusble daeum&n‘_t at any time, and we just hated

-parta.ng-w:r.th ours, bu‘l_;-that » we understood, was a customary measure for anyéne lam!-i'ﬂg in the

.PhiiippiriTs: without a _fv‘i.sa. We were then approsched by the delegates who teld us we would
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cemmy te aaméuct as safely te &straixa. &mg us #e eptz.ea and with a qnict &eeis:.on %o be

‘made, trusin.g ‘&he mﬁs of the delsga:see, we marched down the gengplani: wﬁsh a suitease each-

1ea.vmg the. rest ef our luggage in the hold as they were too heavy to cart wi‘th us and there

wes o t:«.mae fer sartmg. It was a sweltering day, we walked siraipht inte.tha GCusiois where

our Smtoases were closaly mmneé by femnle. affz.sials wesse finad &e&mﬂ.eﬁgemt allowed us

ke praceed in tax:.s stra.tght o the Eam!:a %:llib.

j ::eemg that thzngs *aare iz'e éreaéfal twﬂ, \mm aat met by o Brit:.sh uonsul nor

by any _of
How this

, 'i'é.’ Why.

h:r.s staff argehere. | In Pack Wo'Hever hed the pledsure ef every sseting tkc gantlma'

man appro;anated the title of Gonsal, we do not know, and we felt ha did 1i%tle to own

;&e«es the Er:.tish-&ovw give man: lzke these such positions ta i’nlfmll if the:y de

gmt do il eemps&ﬁently? Paragragh 8 exn the back page of my passport a‘kates the i‘ellmngs-




