August 11, 1990 Editor, Eeginald Farrar,
Home No. 201-531-4071 319 EBuclid Avenue,

Office  201-333-1515 Loch Arbour, New Jersey 07711

DEDICATED TO MAC

Most Qf knew Mac well, If not over there, over here at the Rsunions.
He knew CThina, and had a colorful full history before he came to China, China
befOrg CNAC, and CNAC. He came back and became a business man, He lived
out his days in Birmingham. He left Peggy Spain McDonald behind. They were
marr}ed in Calcutta and she was a part of everything thereafter. The material
r§Pr1nted here.came from various scurces but were written by him and, give a
dlimpse of a pioneer in Aviation, in U.S. and especially in Chirna. i

We discussed reunions with the C A T Association and they agreed to a joint
reunion. After all there are so many that belong to the CAT an NAC, Now that
we will not mest with AVG this will be very compatible. Your editor looks
foreward to October 1990 in San Francisco. The Qjai Valley Inn was great
especially in the old days when we could afford it. At this hotel the price
: is good. .The location is goodand the company good. We will miss the golf course
. but really we are meeting for each other.

I would like to make a special appeal. Most of us have completed our
6th cycle. All of us are beyond or approaching 72. . Since we are not -immortal
we cannot look foreward to countless reunions. As in the September song, the
days dwindle down to a presclous few. How many of us will be able to hcbble to a
reunion when we are 80. Three or four more reunions may decimate our ranks
and that will be it. Some of you I remember so well and never seée, Allen,
Petach, Kusak, West, Laube, Ray Haupman,Gibby and Kenehan, Farrell, Bussart
i © Hugh Chin, Donald Wong, Mangun, Van Cleve, Rus Armstrong, Lester Chin,
Tommy Wong and Al Mah. Come and joint us again. Drag your arthritic bones
+o San Francisco. Some of our number have done better, some didn't have the luck.
Remember the bottom line. You were and still are CNAC. We knew you when.
A scruffy bunch in a foreign land, an amaging bunch, : wonderftul,colorful
youngsters, some who had never been away from home. Whatever our motives were then we
have now turned from adverniturers to dreamers; dreaming dreams of long ago.
Remember you were CNA and nothing more need be added.

Many of our nurber have gone on to Hogy Taw leaving children and wives
behind. I beseech those of you who can,come and fill those empty chairs. My
biggest criticism with the July '89 reunion in Ojai was its briefness. It was
over before we started. This reunion is scheduled for 3 days but I propose that
we arrive a day or two early. §ome of us will be traveling a laong way.
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JUNE 1990
CAT ASSOCIATIGN REUNION RESERVATIONS
HOTEL SOFITEL SAN FRANCISCO BAY
223 Twin Dolphin Drive
Redwood City, Ca. 94065
Reservations: 1-800-221-4542
DATES: OCTOBER 26 - 28, 1990
ROOM . -
RATES: $75.00 SINGLE OR DOURLE
PLZASE COMPLETE AND MAIL THE ENCLOSED RESERVATION FORM. TO THE HOTEL
SOFITEL FOR YOUR ROOM RESERVATION BEFORE SEPTEMBER 1, 1930, OR YOU
MAY PHONE RESERVATIONS IF YOU PREFER
<. REUNIGN FUNGTIONS - RESERVATIONS: : - o »

L i' P1ease Complete and return the forn be]ow along with jOJP cneck to

N

79 . Mrs. Sue Hacker fj
SR 151°W. South Street K
g Boulder Creek, Ca. 95306 £

i Phone 408-338- 9277
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NG, PERSONS™ T TOTAL

REGISTRATION-FEE :
FRTDAY BANQUET ‘

R .$Z9L§5 ﬁér*pér{gh-33f-}
FRIDH..LADIES TEA " [,j '$ 6.00 per person - -

SATURDAY CPINESE DINNER ‘$}8§75-péfrpefsdhﬂjg“

: SUMDAY FARENELL BREéEgT $15.oo per person -
Bus TO % FROM. CHINESE - o R el
: o RESTAURANT $ 4.50 per - person’

CHARGES INCLUDE ALL GRATUITIES & TAX.
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I . OUT OF THE BLUE
Wm. Mcbhonald, Jr.

The year was 19728.

I+ was a warm June afternoon and I was standing in the shade of
one of the hangers at Roberts Field, outside, Birmingham, Ala.
Little did I know that on this cloudless Spring afterncon the most
vital decision in my young life was about to be made.

Roberts Field, home of the 106th Observation Squadron, Alabama
National Guard, was 1ittle more than a glorified "skid" strip. It was
bounded on the East by a creek and a steel mill and on the North and
South by wooded hills and residential areas.

In the distance I heard the rumble of an aircraft engine. I shaded
my eyes and as the roar drew nearer I saw a tiny aircraft heading in
the direction of the field from the Scuth. The plane seemed to scrape
the tree tops as it zeroed in on the landing strip.

The pilot drove straight at the field, leveled off only a
few feet from the ground, pulled up into a graceful loop and started
down again. The pilot fishtailed and sideslipped into a perfect
landing and taxied up to the flight line. The plane, a Curtiss-Hawk
biplane was a beautiful thing to behold. 7

Meanwhile, the squadron perscnnel, from the commanding officer to to
the lowest "yardbird" private, had tumbled out onto flight line
chattering, waving and raising one helluva racket.

The plane's pilot waved to the surrounding crowd, drew off his goggles
and helmet and jumped gracefully from the cockpit to the lower wing and
to the ground.

Commanding Officer Col. Sumpter Smith, smiling and waving graciously,
strode to the pilot, shook his hand, patted him on the back and turned
toward the crowd. : :

‘ "Gentle™, he said, "I would like you tQ know Captain Melvin Asp,
U.S. Army Air Corps'. '

That was when I made my decision -- a decision that was to propel
me into a flying career, expose me to the adventures in the sky, meeting
the greats and the near greats the world over.

I would be less than honest if I didn't admit my heart was pounding,
my legs weak and I was happily fascinated by the sights and sounds cccurrking
only minutes before, I knew from that minute on I wanted to be a
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military pilot and I swore on the faith of my Scots forebearers
that I would be a good one.

Wher: Col. Smith introduced me to Capt. Asp I asKed what he
would suggest I do to get into the Air Corps. He saild the best
route would be a letter to Senator Hugo L. Black, junior Senator

from Alabama.

I followed his advice and before many more weeks had passed
I was appointed a Flying Cadet at the U.S. Army Air Corps Flying
Cadet School, Brooks Field, Texas.

Tt was an awsome feelihg.  William C. MacDonald, Jr., a scrawny
kid from Fairfield, Alabama, hardby the smoking steel mills, whose
lone claim to fame was an Eagle Scout's Badge, was going to be one
of Uncle Sam’'s "Fly Boys".

'0h,by the way..;'

by Wm. McDonald, Jr.

I was taking a shower when I heard a knock on my door at the hotel
in Rangoon. Opening the door I found a travel agent for C.N.A.C,

lounging against the woodwork with a copy of the morning paper in

his hand.

"What's going on", I asked.
"Not much", he said. "Things are about as usual®.

After accepting a Scotch and.water, he said, in typical
Oriental fashion: "Oh, by the ways; the Japanese attacked Pearl
Harbor this morning”.

I néarly wet my pants.

I grabbed for thepaper expecting to see black headlines but
saw no mention of the attack. Finally, after a long search, 1 foud
a two paragraph item on Page 4 at the bottom of the page.

Jumping into my clothes I raced to the lobby and found
Mr. Pauley. He, too, was in a state of shock. We decided the ..

best thing to do was get the hell out of Rangoon and head for
Kunning. ‘

L




Arriving at Kunming several hours later we were instructed to
fly to Hong Kong and begin evacuating Chinese VIP's and diplomatic -
personnel to the Chinese Mainland. -

‘DC-3's carry a crew of four and 21 passengers. We "deadheaded"
to Hong Kong and despite lack of radio contact most of the way
we finally began picking up coded signals about 100 miles from
the landing field.

fter landing we found things in a complete state of flux.
No oné knew from one minute or the other whether the Japanese would
be attacking the port. We did know that it seemed every warm
body in Hong Kong wanted to get the hell out as socon as possible.
The American newspaperman, Joseph Alsop was particularly insistent
that he be among the first to leave.

We bégan screening progpective passengers and on the fivst of
four flights we left with DC-3 fully loaded. Alsop was not aboard.

Each time we came back for more people, Alsop raised his ugly
head demanding that he be among those flying out. We ignored his
demands.

The last -flight our one-plane airline made was the "ha?rest”
of all. We packed 120 men, women and children into the aircraft.
We had the kids in the baggage racks, people in the toillet and
other bodies crammed into any space wide enough.

The runway was 7000 yards: ' in length and Chuck Sharpe, flying
in the left seat, took every inch for takeoff. Just as the plane
reached the water at the end of the runway I pulled the landing
gear up and we were in the air.

Despite flying fully lighted we drew anti-aiycrafﬁ greetings
from our British friends but managed to escape being hit.

-Sharpe and I wondered how Alsop was making out.
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REMEMSERED g

The follcwing is an excuse to remember some of us. These are recollection of
several of us including Potty.

CLIVER GLENN, pilot, May 15, 1946 to May 30, 1349.
He and John Vivian arrived same day, same Dplane.

HOMER ANDERSON, pilot. His oxygen mask caught on fire trying
to start clgarette lighter. He panicked and bailed out over
Salween Valley.

CARL WISS, pilot. He had an accident on take off at Mucﬁen
in 1947 or '48. He ieft CNAC and went to Indonesia. A

SAM WESTBROOK. When George Hiller left in '47 he was in charge
of morning maintenance and Departures until December 'uU9.

GUY TOMBERLIN, pilot of DC4ys. He came out about 1947 but
didn't stay long. :

C. THORWALDSON, pilot killed January 1%, 1355. He had been
on rice dropping mission.

JOEY THOM, pilot before 13836. He was killed in 1940 or '41.
He said "I don't want to be a hot pilot just an old pilot".:

CHARLES "CHILIY" VAUGHN. He said "I was 12 years old before
I knew that "Goddamn Yankee" wasn't one word. He had a bottle of
buzzard brandy. He declared he would drink before he left China.
He dived in to save a drowning Chinese woman. His socks cdme off and
26 people dived in to get his socks. To add irony to the story,
the woman was with child. He took her to the hospital and they

billed him for the delivery of the child.

ARTHUR CHIN, pilot. He was Chinese air force pilot. He was an
Ace, shot down many Jap planes. Badly burned in the face. His
wife was killed at his bedide by sharapnel from a bomb in Kweilin.

RUSSEL A. "GIBBY" GIBSON, pilot. He went with Korean airline
then with CAT, then Air America, later J A L.

FRANK HIGGS, PILOT. From Ohioc, Classmate of Milton Caniff at

' Ohio State. Was Ragndolph graduate.  He was an- instructor for

Chennault - joined CNAC 134 killed October 20, 19u5.

JEAN LOANE-

140 Clarendon St., #1169
Boston, -Mass. 02116
617-266—003?

JOHN OQAKES

P.0. Box 163

6565 Usher Dr.

Yalley Springs, Ca. 95252
209-772-9354 . - " —

CLINTON MANGUN
854 Mardella Lane
Titusville, Fla. 32726




B0B GAST, EARLY. He was nsver CHAC always PA; He
al run from Shanghal to Canton. His widow marrizd
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RALPH DU VZE, pilot from March '44 to January '48. Ha

Pan Am and went back. He later becama Alﬁport D’rcctop at
International Aivport, Erie, Pa.
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BERT COULSON, pilot - %2 mnade ﬁp.words to CNAC Cannonﬁél;
He had an ability to sling the bull,

; pilot. He was an instructor und2r Chennault 1

BOB ANGLE
AC for a short tim2cand joined PAA.

He joined CN:

o0

JOHN CORY, pilot. He was killed out of Hangkong. Ha wa
CNAC at the time.

HARGLD BROWI, pilot 1838-37. He didn't stay long. Flew

FUZZY BALL, pilot.' He killed a tiger not far from Balyar:
He was killed January 7, 1945, :

CHARLES COOK. He was killed in Suifu Dacember 18, 1343,
Wright's co-pilot. - .

RUSSELL ARMSTRONG, June 45 to COctober '46. Was "Line St
SuppLy supeLv scr in that capacity, and often flew Yshot-gun
betwsen stations. He became president of CNAC American Emple.
they threaten=d to striks unless cost of living increase wers
forthecoming

JOE BROWER 1947 to the end. AL Beorge and Frank Létts ce
PAA as flizht nevigators. Later went with Lufthans

' DONALD WONG.came bafore 1955 . He was flying Fords in 193
Came back to states and went back in 1941 for a while. Frieda
was his sister. . . - - oo s % T , s

LR

HUGH'CHEN, pilot, earlyzto-iafe} Oficinale arboét'pilof
back tc statres with PAA.. He raised his 2 nephews. . His nephew
radio;oo atop Wlth Geurge Huang when he crashad. | s

RIDG* HANYALL. Hlt mountain- w*th Joe Rosbe“t, walmed ouf
after 1 ﬂUnLh.' Killed at Dln1an qu g, 1845, '

MIKE SCHROEDER - shot down by Japs, klglﬁd Octoben 13, 1=

JIMMY SCOFF - Bailed out or crashed a C47. ' Potty refuse
check him out but Mac did it.over his head. While flying ove.
he saw a mountain top village whosea name he thought sounde=d 1.
Hogy Taw. He thought it was like heaven to go to when he die?
Hza is the Maycr and awaits alt CNAC on his mountain top. H: w
to Hogy Taw October 7, 194u. . . . .




Emil Scott, pilot, graduated from Randolph Field. He was an
instructor with Chennault un country near Kunming, Married Betty
- killed at Kunming 1541. '

CECIL SELLERS, EARLY, killed - was with PAA all the time as was
Bob @ast. ' . :

> . . _
JOE SHEN, pilot, China born. Died of shrapnel wounds suffersd
in Chungking ngust 1939. R

GERALD SHRAUDER, pilot post war. After leaving CNAC he went
back in air force in' Alaska Command 1956-60, 'Sguadron Commander, Dobbins
Air Base, Atlanta till 1870. Reglred to Caleornla Married Angela.

Chuck Sims, August 'ub to.DecembeL ’4?. Worked with Bill Newport
and Fred Pittenger. Served in Maintainence in Calcutta Hankow
and Shanghai. Became a PAA 77 Fllght Engineer in LAX.

RICHARD SIMONS, early 1935 or so. . He was a co1one1 in U.A.
Air Force. He flew Stinsong with CHNAC

+

HARRY SMITH, early and middle period. He died of disease
carried by ticks in Chlnaklng He left China before 1936 then back
as operations manager in late 1937 or 1838. "

OAKLEY SMITH, JR. pilot, Dec.'47 to Dec. '49

V. EDWARD SMITH, pilot, was there Bafore 1936. 'He marvied
Hewlet Mitchels wife Dorothy. He:left - in 13937 and came back to
Hongkong in '1940 for a short while. -~

W.J. SMITH, pilot, killed April”lD;VlQHS.

~ HAL SWEET, .pilot, 1937-42 died of a heart attack. He was the
pilot of the DC 2%. He lert WlIe Mable and 7 children. :

JOHNNY TAL, pllot Defected and retuwned to bongkong and went
w1th Malayan- Alrllne s He was Malay51an Chlnse ' o : s

ROBERT JENKINGE, pllot August '43 to- October ‘47 about sams. time
as. Casey Boyd and Mike Schroeder.. He .left Mia with Frank Hi5g5
August 22, 198#3. His last flight)-was.9-20-4%7 in a DCH Sha to-

Shai via TAQ and PPG..20 war/time" round trips over the Hung.

STEVE KAUFMAN,.pilot{: He-was flrst pilot with CNAC—perhaps 1929. .

DENNIS KELLY WAS A FERRY PILOT. Killed in Cuba March 8, 194l
on take off. He never got to China.: = -

WALTER "FOXEY"KENT, pilot.. He was an instructor at Hang Chow
and then worked for Bill Hunt. He joined CNAC in 1939 and was
killed near Kunming by Jap. rlghters strafing military Airport also
passengers and crew of CNAC plane in 1QL&O He had a son Peter and
wife was Marie Brown : :




PQP KESSLER, pllog was & ferry pilot over the Pacific.

| ARTHUR KIDDER, early pilot. He went to Boelng School for:

tpraining 1937. He went with UAL until .retirement in 1970, Co
FRANK KNAPKE, pilot mid and late. He went. to Indonesia and |
married there. ' ’

BERNARD KUHLMEIER, pilot, late. He was killed in Beirut in 1957.
He had been in Indonésia.

K.L. MAH, pilot, killed at Kunming August 194k,
JIM NORRIS - early = Chinese called him-Da,Fung (Big Wiﬁd)f

JOHN OAKES - January 'Li4 to January '45, He was the supervisor
of Accesaory;overhaulAshop. Worked with Martin‘Garrott,;Frank Micka and
King Clouse. .. T L

AL WRIGHT, pilot, killed December 13, 1943,

EDDIE QUINN - Brother of Babs Huang, married in Calcutta.
He stayed in India and formed his own airline-. -

J.R. McCLESKEY, pilot. On August 13, 1937 on & check out and
up with Allison - Hkg to Shanghai the last scheduled flight7of .
CNAC into Shanghai from Hongkong.. He stayed on CNAC payroll until
he transferred to Panagra in November... . ' s '

HERBERT McWILLIAMS, pilot;.went tdklndonesia:and'came back to
states in 1954. Died in Portland, Oregon. ) '

FRED PITTENGER, Juneu‘uﬁ'touAugustA’MT,-,He was with
3111 Newport, Chuck gims and Bill Sanford in South Pacific with" PAA
but part of the Naval.Reserve&in-NATStggNewpori,came_withrCNAC ,
first and through him the . others. followed. He was engineering officer ™
of a Little Rock called Fqna,Futi;iﬁ"the'Ellice Islands”-700 miles
south of Tarawa in_October;IQ&u.~},Hegwent:to*Honolulu,fS&n Francisco
and New York. -In July 'L5 he:came: to Calcutta via North Africa and en-~
ded . up in Kunming and later. Shanghais - He was one..of Frank Micka's
line "chiefs" and finally1chieﬁfi§§pectptyﬁ He left Auglst. "87V
ROYAL LEONARD, pilot. He flew. For TV Soong and the Generalissime
He had been with TWA. He had all kinds of experience. Blind flying
was his specialty. He flew T.V. to get Chiang when kidnapped by
Commies in 1936. He was,veryﬂinventiye,",Dieg‘in u.s. 1962.
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Feb. B8, 1990
Dear Dr. Farrar:

A note of thanks for the Dec. 15 edition o©of Cannonball, This sort of
thing takes time, and I'm sure it is appreciated by all coacerned.

I thoroughly enjoyed the excerpt from Just Beyond the Firelight. I have
been in the process of writing my memoirs of the flying years to leave
behind for my daughter and her children, an effort that certainly wont
compete with Mr. Waller's admirable style. However, 1t has been an
interesting experience, and+my brief time with CNAC resounds in memory
gquite out of proportion to the short six months- invelved.

I went to Imdia in company with Joe Hardin, Vic Henry, Rich Krupke, Bill
Odum along with others unremembered. Ridge Hammel joined us in New York
heading back for his second and fatal tour. Ridge gave me my pre
checkout ride about a week before his tragic accident.

I returned honé after wars end to a dismal year as a partner in my
father's furniture business, met my bride to be, and headed for Alaska
before becoming captive of a business I despised. I was with Alaska
Airlines for three and a half years during which time they went from a -
small Alaskan carrier to the world's largest non sched back to a small
carrier. Maintainance had gone to hell, and the CAA mandated they get
rid of the charter operation or lose their certificate. This period did
take me to Hong Kong to pick up refugees for Tel Aviv, and I ran ito
Rich Krupke on the ramp and also Frank Knapke at the Peaninsular Hotel.

When AR fell apart T headed to Florida as the number three driver on a
new DC 4 overseas operation that unfortunately(or perhaps
fortunately)never got off the ground. Back to Alaska chasing the left
seat and finally stabilized with Pacific Norther 2Airlines who
subsequently merged with Western Airlines. Retired on DC 10s HNovember
of 1982, the beneficiary of a lot of good luck.

Given my short time with CNAC I've always felt somewhat of an impostor
as a "Hump" pilot, but it remains .the hlghllght of a forty year flying |
- career. Again my thanks for your efforts in keeplng the memory alive,

tr ly _
Schoflzfi:{jk/xb

1770 Avenida Del Mand 1210
Coronado, Ca. 92118
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= +Well, I-started ta pr_rL ‘this, but it seems to- be
g - taking up too rrr,uch space, 50 I'm back on the geood old Sierra.
{Zn_ls 1s nﬁ Q‘ueqt

in Roosevelt story: "Cne day at Shanghai, I was deliveredto lunghwa
for the usual G?OO T/0 for the North milk Rm up o Pﬂlplrcr . We flew a bucvcﬂf—- .

seat C-46 with Passenge s from Shangahl to Vaﬂkmng, T51ngLa0 " Tsinan and f1na¢;},
‘Palplpg (now Beijing). In operations they advised me that Mr. Roosevelt and some
Time Magazine people would be along on the trip. They all popped in, and after the
usual introductions, I _headed for the aircraft and started my walk- around. We
loaded up soon aftu‘, id soon were able to start rolling, Of course, I invited
the group to the cockpit after take-off and we had settled down in cruise. The o
weather was fine, and they all had a lot of guestions about the progress of the
struggle with the Commmists. It $was late 1948, as I recall (I can't find any
notes in my log book, unmfortuneatly). I had Just returned from some air drops
to one of the (us;al} surrotnéedﬁa ionalist Armies, and I was feeling pretty
bitter about the lack of air support being given by the Chinese Air Force. Thev
- seesmed to be a bunch of gutless wonders that were doing their best to see that
the Reds could win the match, Well, we chatted about this and that, so I asked
them, and with Roosevelt's perjission if they'd like to see the CAF in full
ttle array, doing their stupidest, They Suiely did, and with ﬂuensln s 0.K.,
we deviated from course after Tsinan and flew up alona a branch of the Yeliow -
River, and surs enough, there were four CAF B-24's dro pping 500 1b. demolition
bombs right into the. “middle of the rock-striem dr} bed of the Yellow. Tuhere
must not have been a cormie within 100 miles of the place, or anybodv else.
Wepmver got very close, of course, but they propbably wouldn't have seen us any-
way, We went on to PPG, and I never did find out if a story was filed, but I
did have the satisfaction of being able to show someone from the out51de World -
one of the th¢ngs that was g01ng Jwrong over there.

. : Quent*n QoaquPit was a, good adn;nlstrator wery likez ble aﬁd we j;?{
all félu a tremejdouc 1oss when Sunfly took the DC-4 into that Tock near Hong Keng.
s Frank Chang, one of the best Chinese Mechanics we had wes also on beard that “;
- _final Sungs goofl One of the first things that.Quentin wanted to do when he came
., over to mum tnlpgs in SFA was, to ask to meet and talk to all, or as BATY 2s OS¢
. ; e s




"IHE MEN OK THE FLYING TRAPZZE"

In lete 13231 the Commanding Cfficer of the Air Corp Tactical
School at Maxwell Field was participating in an Armistice Day . -
© eslebraticn at the Alabamz Polytechmic Imstitute, Auburn, Alabema,
.-and was very much chagrined. to-see the Alx Corps formation flying -
- oyer completely outeclaszed by the flashy formation flylng of three-.
- pursuit plades from a rival service (Naval flyers from Peusacola,
Fioridza)., -As scom as Colomel Johm F. Curry could get back to
. Maxwall Field he phoned Gaptain Chemmault to come Lo see him at

. -once,. This was the beginning of the “Men on the Flying Trapeze'.
" golenel Cuxry told Capt. Chemnault of his exparience at Buburn-i T

Alabamz, and asked him if it would be possible for the Captain to
orgdnize a demonstration unit and train them so that the ailr Corp .- -
could be properly and adequately representsd on similax occaslons, .

o Capt, Chemmault was tirilled to receive these instructioms and . .

e promphly pleked out: two young pllots to- train,.'One was_John He i
T williamson, a forwer.Reserve Officer, who had enlisted and was ™ 7

serving as a Sargeant at Maxwell Field and Lt. Haywood 8. Hansell,

For one year the General set up & training program for each imdivi-
dual pilet to practice precision szrobatic paneuvers, and after each

' pilet had resched the point of perfaction in every maneuver the™ -
Captain would tazke them into the skies above Moutgomsry, Alabema and
go through the mzneuvers in three ship.Vee formatiem. .. . -

r

il

_ to demonstrate, to the officer students at—.
the Alr Corp Tactical School-advanced pursuit {fighter) formatiom
. flying. Capt. Chenmault believed that: Air Corp pilots could be
o trained to go into combat in formation and the formatica would be
2 able to do any maneuver and stay in formatiom that a gingle plans
could do, ! e S : . ' L

Tin 1932 0agts

The team was orgsnized

P .
séiéété&hégoﬁ§é§?yeﬁng"§ilét;;%homaLSe'had*f*f

1r,] and enlisted at Maxwell Tield 7.

~ e

A Chesnanlt
sezvediactive duty. time as a End

7 His name was Williem
Lti Hzmeell dropped oul”

*afrér tholfirst,year andthe mest Yedr, _
the Cleveland Plane Dealer gave tha teem its name"The Men on the
Flyizg Trapeas,  This name wag given because of the skiliful way
that Ceneral Chenmnanlt kept this three-lplans team before and always

':ﬁﬁﬁﬁggléflyﬂf .

-

933, Mr, Doelif Loveland of -

.1 in_froot of the spectators Iu the grand stand,

*The Men on the Flying Trapeze' succeedesd twe other famous demone
gstration teams,  The {Three Musketeers' from the West Coasgt, =ud the

g gzcond team was the TThree Mud Turtles”, from Selfridge Field, Michi.
T T <2 \
T i - o
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In the early days people felt that the stunt teams that flew in

in formation tied the wings together, took off, went through their
maneuvers and landed with the ribbons unbroken, However, '"The Men
on the Flying Trapeze did not do this, because of the mARY manseuvers
that were done on an jindividual basis -and still stayed im formarion.
The maneuversthat can be done with the wings tied together are loops,
turns and half rolls, The "Men on the Flylhg Trapeze" did single
snap rolls, double snap rolls, two and three turn spins, snap rolls.
on top of loops, slow roll around the leader and individual slow
rolls and immelmans, "The Men on the Flying Trapeze" presented

L GemONStrations to the various groups at-thei Tactical School and other ..
military figlds;were invited attended and demonstrated at the —

National Air races, the All American Air Race iu Miami, alr shows
at Arlanta, New Orleans, Charleston, Nashville, Shreveport and many
other cities where airport dedications were, mads,

I can well remember that after our first aiyr show at, the National
Air Races in Cleveland, when we arrived at the speaker's stand, we
were surrounded by meny famous flyers. Jimmy Doolitile, Roscoe
Turnexr, Art Davis and -especially Doug Davis;, because it was Doug
Davis who spoke for the group., Quote "It was the finist and most
spectacular exhibition of precision aerobatics that had ever been
seen’, Roscoe Turner said, quote, '"the bigpest thrili that I have
ever had, but I am afrsid these three men will be killed in an aero
collision before not too long". At this time Capt. Chennault had
been promoted to Major and Williamsom and myself were Sargeants.
Major Chennault told us that we shouldiin. the future at all aerial
shows of any magnitude bring along our reserve officer uniforms
with 1st Lt, insignia, so the "Men on the Flying Trapeze" would
take off from Maxwell Field with a Major im;the lead and two . .
Sargeants on his wings and would land in Cleveland with-a Major -~ w7
in the lead and two Lieutenants on his wings, L

It is s0 easy for me to remember a trait that the"Skipper" used

before. every aiyr show. . He would pull:outngenyelope and after studye
ing the wind direction and cloud position would sketch the position-
of the grand stand and air field; and then trace with pencil the s

entire shhedule of maneuvers, with a turn oyer the end of the fiald .
and the major maneuver directly in frout of; the grand stand., It was
from this manner of briefing all of us that:Roelif Loveland, the

Clevelaud Plane Dealer reporter saw how the path of the pencil went = -

- back and forth-in front of the grand stand on the back of the envelope,

that prompted him to give us the name of "The Men on the Flying
Trapeze", : - IR R T | M
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- not wort out that way,.- “Wedpprd

I personally have flown formation with many leaders, including

the instructors ai Kelley~Field; many squadron leaders, formatiom
leaders at Selfridge Field and Maxwall Field, thevrefors I feel.
that I am qualified to mak2 the btatement that Major Chennault was
the fimést leader of the Military formation that I have ever kaown,
He was the smoothest on controls} he was always thinkiag about his
wing men; he knew exactly what QQ do under every circumstance, and
not once did I ever sege him:mike,a mistake, I think he was the
world—s”gzeatest and fiuest mil ary pr631510n pilot,

When we were flying in clese £cf@atlon, the distance between tha

planes was approzimately two feet. The distancs between the cockpit

was about fifteem or twenty feet} Although weé did not have radios

in those days we could read lipsand because we flew together so _
much we. could anticipakEfagzthing that the General was going to do,
Every single maneuver thatgwe_ge-foﬂmed was the triginal ides of the
Genexal, From the spectatdtr's “view point the three term spin was the
most spectacular and mﬂstJthrilling, and of course the Boeing P=-12C

that we were flying were ngt suppose to be put into spims, Therefera,
when we did to this maneuver; the military pilots alsc got a thrill

out of it,,yet togethev it was the easiest and simplest maneuver that o4
we did., The most difficult mawnedver was rolling the entire formation
in close formatlon, and I.aisa t&ink it was fhe wmost danﬁerous,

\‘ R

R =

Luke Williamson and I invented aémaneuver-ané we begged the General

for over & year teo try 1t.f,we were young ang forgot the safty rvule

that the Genexal adopted.  We-neyer did any maneuver under & thousand

feet. This meant in case.of a 9111310n we ‘would have a chance to

jump. - After a long time we fidajly talked the Geperal in. trying this

maneuver, ' What we wanted=the G Zeral to try was a landing out of an. |

inverted approach Finally:tne General agreed and one Sunday aftere .

noon, coming in,Mazwell Figld frdm a air show in Atlanta, we thought

that there would be no owe—at ‘thd fleld on Sunday afterncon end we

could get away with this. mznevv" unobserved, Unfortunately it did

chedithe -field frowm the east dove™:

down to a low altiftude; rowxed 2lross fthe field and then pulled up

iate a loop and approached the field upside down in formatiom. We :

cut the power and glided on down,to approzimately 100 feet, crossad =N

the féedhd and at a signal fom the General rolled over right side up

and landed, It was a rﬁaxjthril ~and we were as cocky as three piler

could be, We taxied to the flyi line and got out and were laughing

about the approach and lafAding. Wheu suddenly we realized someone wa:z
S ~ £
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galloping across the field to us oz a horse. The jubilee ceased
at cnce. It was Col, John F. Curry, the Commanding Officer, He
gave us a dressing down on the spot, and we were all standing at
attention, HE promptly groundad the thres of us, No more flyiag,

'And then as he walked away he said under his breath, that was the

mosl spentacular landimg that I have ever seen in my life, of
course,; the next day we were placqé back on flying status,

Tn 1935 at the All American Air Races, in Miami, Florida, we mel
General Peter Mao, of &he Chinese air force. After he saw oux

gir show, he approach Major Chennault and invited us to come-to
Chinz and teach the Chimese pilots to fly. little did we kuow thak
in a years time we would take him up on the imvitationm,

When Williamson and I reached 27 years snd 8 months of age, our
chances BE getting regular commisions, in the Alx Corp, were tetwine
ated, Major Chennault comtscted General Mas and in 3 wmatiter of wroks
we had signed a contract with the Chinese govermment, Thus ended

the activities of the @&den on the Flying Trapeze", i i

In July of 1936, Williamson and I left for China, We reported di-aucus
1y to Medame Chiang Kai Shek, who was the acting chief of the Chinazaa
Alr force, After saveral conferences with hex, and after- sizing uvp
the situation in Chipa, I recommended to Madame Chiang Kai Shek tiab

we should try to get Colomel Cheanault to come to Chiunz, as Chief -

Aviation Advisor for the American group. Ia May of 1937, I was
instructed by Madama Chiaung to go to Japan and meet Golomnel Chennault
who was arriving ou the President Garfleld at Yokohowa, I was to
acquaint him with the situation in China so that he could be ready

to talk with Madawme Chiang on Arvival, Ome week after Chennault
arrived ir China be was flying with his interpreter Major Poyau Shw
in opbe plane and I escorted him in another plane to inspect all aiyw
force jnstallations, While we were on this inspection trép, the
Japanese attacked the Chimese at the Maren Polo Bridge, just south
of. Peiping on July 7th, 1937, Thus the beginning of the Simo Japamarc
war, and we were right in the middle of it, ‘ ' S

We volunteered znd tock am active part in directing, txaining and
combat operations in Nanking, Hankow and other Chinese areas,

The Colonsl and 1 dreamed up the idea of.using volunteer American..
Military pilots one night in Naunking., In 1940 Chennault was able to
organize the American volunteer group (AVG). Dubbed "The Fiying
Tigers"”, : ' _ -
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In summary I would like to point cut that all ltne theory that
Chennault had preached and taught in the Air Corp Tactical School
was proaf in every bossible way throught his opportualty of direct-
ing the operatiouns of the Flying Tigers and his advice in the
direction of the operations of the Chinese Alr Force, The Tactical
gtrategy in the use of fighter planes was his stromg point and in

_evary case he was right, Here again I would like to point oulb that
in the second world war, when the air force #dipatched our bomber
pilots to bomb Beriin without escorts, which was coutrary.to the
teachings of Chennault, was utter massagie., Finzlly we started
sending fighter escorts with our bombers and most of our bombers
returned to home base, after the mission. There is many a bomber
pilot that is alive today’due to Chennault¥s teachings.: 1

v L A

. General Chennault's knowledge of:tactiss;flogistics, strategy and

shrewdness, was greatly responsible for the defeat of the Japauese,

One last word., Had his advice been followed_tgere‘wﬁuld not have
been a Korean War and the Communist wnu;dhpgt?ﬁb_oﬁflhe Chinese
ainland. D
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