Final Approach
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he “HUMP” is a line drawn across the
eastern Himalayas and the jungles of
Burma by American blood and courage.
It is a sky route 525 miles that was pioneered by
the civilian volunteers of the China National
Aviation Corporation (also known as CNAC)
carrying supplies from India to China during
WWII. Born out of confusion and chaos, it
barnstormed its way to maturity and performed
its missions with a streamlined efficiency that
has had profound significance to the post war
era, becoming a model for the Berlin air lift.
The Hump operation carried more tons of
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cargo and personnel over a given route than any
other flying operation. Its operational losses were
higher than those of any other noncombat unit and
exceeded those of many combat units. It flew un-
armed cargo planes during the most dangerous
days of the marauding Japanese fighter activity.

From Dinjan, in northern Assam, planes took
off and flew over rice paddies, tea plantations
and jungles to the hills. The hills puckered
growing sharper and sharper and soon became
the terrifying spurs of the Himalayas that reach
like knuckled fingers to the sky.

Living like dogs and flying like friends the
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Hump pilots acquired a style of their own. But
they outmaneuvered the Japanese, the jungles,
the mountains, and monsoons all day and all
night, every day and night the year around. The
only world they knew was that of planes. They
never stopped hearing them, flying them,
patching them, and cursing them. Yet, they
never got tired of watching the planes head for
China. The FINAL APPROACIH was always a
sense of another successful mission and
accomplishment for having made it again over
the most dangerous and treacherous air route in
the world to Kunming,.
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