| ; Cy Kunming, March 2, 194:

F*,f?’Dear Gladys: o ’ ’

' This is to thank you a million for such a nice letter end Chri stmas caxr

| In December I took three weeks holiday visiting the western part of the prov
ince. The further west one goes the more beautiful and wonderful the scenezx
Had a wonderful time! On the way back when passing yaur place, I thought:
"How are the Days? 4nd where are they? How nice it would be if they were
still there, for I would certainly pay them a visit!" Then only a few days
later your good letter and card arrived! Funny, isn't it, how things happen

How often I think of you and the good times and eats at your place! It
is good though that you left when you did, for life has been very hectic eve:
since. An hour after returning from holiday the alarm went and off to the
country I beat it for five hours. January 29th the city proper was very bad
damaged. MNMost of the bombs hit within 2 10 5 blocks of my house. They hit
the Confucian temple; peuter street has 18 craters in it; and Ma Sher Xou (t-
hilly part of Chen I lu with the Department store in it) was completely demo’
ished. February 26th, exactly four weeks later, the city proper was severel-
bambed again. About 100 bambs just inside the Big East Gate, down Fu Ku Lu,
where a dispensary was burned to the ground and all other buildings complete
destroyed, through Wei Yuan Kai, where the market is and the dragon's city
house, and the lower part of Chen I Iu between the pilou and telephone compar
Just this side of the circular place. Everything completely wiped out!

As if there were not enough tragedy in the city already, to top things -
the ZIros Theater, next to the YMCA, collapsed the evening of February 27th.
It was FULL of people and only a very few succeeded in escaping. I feel sure
that well over 500 must have been killed. The building was newly dme over :
the suwmer and only finished in September. It was three stories high and ths
walls the width of ONE brick! The cmtractor has flown the coup.

The disgusting part of the whole business is the complete lack of defen:
at this end. The yellow jays can just came to this place and do as they
please, without any interference whatsoever! Hardly a shot was fired during
the last two raids. I should say not more than two or three.

/e are busy as the devil in the office sending out secomd notices of ad-

v vice to Americans to return to the US and issuing new style passports to ALL

- Americans. What a job! I'm in the office every morning at 8 and stay until
S unless the alarm gces, in which case it means caning back to the office af-
ter the all-clear and working until all is finished.

Mrs. P. and baby left the 18th. There are only 3 imerican wamen in towr
I miss the Colonel as we used to pley bridge every now and then. However, 1
get a game or so in with the Lanzalavis quite often. Saw her yesterday re-~
turning from the club after a few games of tennis. nggy re both well, and
leave the city every morning regardless. Th L'e sond ﬁf

My villa is still intack. Thank God! I say good'Ybyefto it every mornir
The Tlowers now are at their best. Right in front of me on my table is g bow
of the most gorgeous orchids I've ever seen, pansies, friesias {(sp.?) mnd ma o
nolias. The huge double red camelias are out and ny newly planted nasturtiu-
have produced ore bloom, from yards and yards of vine. “hy?

During air ralds, I usually go tc the country, 5 miles out, where the
Micle lsens are living. Do you remember them? They are the same nationality
as the sisters and lived Jjust below them. There I have lunch and a nap. The
too, we get in a few games of Russian Bank each time. ) .

The death of Polly was most tragic and unnecessary. Ee had an inJgrea

ﬂrieg fror being struck by a truck outside the Big Tast Gate during th§ f1r§t
air raid. It had been dressed once. He was told to come again for dressing,
; but didn't. On Saturday night he was at the Ccnsulate for dinner. The next
? gay he was in the country for lunch where he insisted on climbing to toe top
: « T & mountain to watch the banving of the city (which was really terrific).
: 1hat was the day the sisters place went up. I was lying emongst the graves
: ‘ust outside the North Gate. I was so scared that my hand wouldn't close for
half an hour. On Mcnday morni ng Polly and his brother-in-law, FB, both §§§1y
scardd from the bombing of the previous day, started to the Urqunarts in3Si
YShan with the intention of parking Folly there for a rest. Near Si3 han many
trucks were parked. Polly and FB were afraid to go on to Si Shan, so took a
Nside road. Aifter some time the care landed in the ditch. FB walked on to ge
elo. ®inallv. FPollv and the chauffeur succeeded in zettine the car out of +




« f a mountain to watch the bambing of the city (which was really terrific).
“hat was the day the sisters place went up. I was lying amongst the graves
fust outside the North Gate. I was so scared that my hand wouldn't close for
half an hour. On Monday morni ng Polly and his brother-in-law, PB, both badly
scar8d from the bombing of the previous day, started to the Urqunarts insi
Ehan with the intention of parking Polly there for a rest. Near SiShan many
trucks were parked. Polly and PB were afraid to go on to Si Shan, so took a
side road. After some time the care landed in the ditch. PB walked on to get
elp. Finally, Polly and the chauffeur succeeded in getting the car out of tie
§ditch and overtook FB. Polly's leg was hurting him. They finally arrived in
{ Lo Tsze, where there was no doctor or hospital. Polly became worse, and the
next morning when they decided to bring him back to the city they £ ound, they
had no gasoline, so PB went into town on a horse to get a doctor. This was on
Tuesday. Polly died on Wednesday. I feel very sorry for PB as his wife was
extremely fond of Polly and had sort of entrusted him in the care of PB, then
or such a tragedy to happen after they had both been such jackassaes! Tf a

goes to show you how men Jjust can't take care of themselves! They need a mij l
l

y to look after and watch them every minute. Do you suppose you could fin
someons in this world who'd like to take care of me? I'm terri bly lonely
these dayst

Ilve not,vaw,een Julia WOng or Phyllss Llang snnce the Meyers left., They

don't seem o ‘be-at consular pe:rtles.
days you. know.» B

It is good to know" that you are happy 1n Amerlca.

There isn’t much entertalning the se

My plans far caning
home ‘thig" year are very vague.. But if and when I do came, I'll let you know

for I surely will look you up! - Thanks again for wntlng. Do it again soon. :
I am very well and- -working hard. ‘Please send me some of the latest American
jokes, - -Boy, howdy, aren't the British doing .swell!?! It won't be long now
until,the yell ow jays. will think all hell has broken-loose.  Goédy! Goody!

( ri . Best. regards to Charles Healey and 1ove to you, As ever, 9}/.;4,




