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CLYDE THEURER TARBET (1919 - 1948)

Son of David Tarbet (1883 - 1959) and
Gertrude Veronica Theurer (1885 - 1978)
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Clyde Theurer Tarbet was born June 6, 1919, in Logan, Utah. He was
outstanding as a scholar; and in the first grade of school at the Woodruff
Elementary, his teacher divided the reading group into two sessions, one taught

7

44! by her and the other taught by Clyde. . When he was graduated from Utah State

T Agricultural College, he was chosen as valedictorian of his graduating class.

? Clyde served a mission for the LDS Church, beginning in France and

Y being transferred to North Dakota and Canada when the war broke out. He told

3— of the ship's passage from France to the United States as being very exciting as

‘ '}S.] they zig-zagged to avoid the U-boats. While attending Utah State, he helped re
6o repair the chimes in Old Main tower and played them daily until his graduation. ~ _;
~.1-”< (08 1
.'; Clyde (nicknamed "Tud" by himself) was also a fine musician, playing 15
£2 i cornet in the high school band and playing in dance orchestras. He trained as 35
TS a pilot at the Cache Airport and served as a flight instructor for the US Air =
’rzi Force during the war. After the war, he "flew the hump" (Himalayas) for g?\
}’.j‘ PanAmerican Airlines, delivering supplies to China. Later he flew for General Pk
% Chenault in China; his plane was evidently sabotaged, for it exploded on take- g‘\
"?: off at the Peking (Beijing) airport, and all aboard were killed. While living in e
e\

Shanghai, he married Mary Margaret Barry, a member of the Navy Intelligence
Corps. ' - .
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Lunghvwa -- CNAC

Dear Zurleyvkids -- Shanghai, China
15 Xay

Another month, ancther grand -- excert this time

I gurmented 1t with an additicnal three grand extra-
curricularly. Couldn't be the gcod, clean life I've
brer living -- must be the ten per cent I send to the
Churen.
About the fifth of trhis month I mailed ycu a
"ehop" through APO (ccurtesy Miss Marv sargare* Sarry, about
whim tXxemmk there is much to be said -- maybe later.)
The Chinrse cn the "chop" is a phonetic reproducticn of
"2RANGES" in Cantcnece dialect, pronounced arproximately
"Ke-lin-chi-szu" and not maXing much sense literally
translated. Sometiing like: "limit group it office
or "he influences forest commissi ner'. It 1s used In
place of & signature over here, for official documents,
regotiable instruments, etc., end can be ucseé back home
for anyt=i-z yourlittle hearts dssire -- li%e marking linen,
strticnerv, place card-, paper narkins, or tolilet paver.
The characters on ry chop are pronounced "Tai-erh-pei-to"
rean'nc "rather yet twice removed" or "v-ry doubly
“néressed yet." --h-mfm-m-m,

I suppose you ve received mv international air mail
letter by now (Pop's got home ir eleven days) telléng
how scft life is on the passenger schedule, and how spoiled
I'm becoming by my "rough" existence over here. kot much
has harpened since then ~- lctsa time for relaxatlon and
readins -- symoh ny concertsévery Sunday -- epera about
once a month. Oh, yes, I did experience my first
emgrgency procedure, but it was rather unsvectular
as I was only an hour ou* of Hankow (enroute Shanghal to
Chungking) had Tlenty of altitude, and CAVU weather:
The housing on my right prop sovernor broke, ané I "struck
011" -~ I d1dn't lose oil pressure, tut 1 feathered the
engine anyway before the oll supplv was exhausted and flew
1t Back to Hankow witk cne fan. Also since last letter,
I made a trip down to .Canton and Hong Ko:g -- really a
beautiful srot -- being built pert on the mainland
and rart on a small island *+hat rlses to about 2,000
feet out o7 the bay, whic: 1s also very plcturesque, with
colorf 1 Chinese .samrans being voled or rowed by a galley
of coolies between the merchsnt ships and giant aircraft
carriers in the harbor.

M1ss Barry {above) is a cute 1ittle (4' 10 Z/4")
red-h-1dée¢ Irlsh gzl from @xxki 2irmingham, Alabane.
I mel her 1s Calcutte on.one o my trips down there.,
then three days later, she was transferred to Shanghal.
Pretty sharr planning, huh? She work~d for Red Crcss
in Indéiz for abou+ & year, then transferred to 035 ° LiSu/
(cloak anc dagger) here. We are tozether most of the
tiwe when I'm in town, but I guess it won't get very
serlcus on account she 1s a Cathclic and I'm still
very much a2 Mormon.

Kote the .enclosed picturs post card. I always
wendered why my letters were delivered sans the stamps --
always neatly torn off the envelopes. Well, last week
i found the answer in these post cards in one of the
bazaars in Shanghal -- cagey, huh?

,Blad ya zot yer eyes stralghtened ot -- literally
a~d figuratively. :

Guess that's thoity -- rﬁ“ xh 952 e
fl,pL
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The cause of the fouled-up situation menticned above
was 2 strike of all Chinese perso nel about May 25th. (It
amounted tc a twenty-day vacaticn for me ')No planes left
Shanghai for about five days, then on June 1lst, the Chinese
Alr Force zeized the strike-bound overation and started flying
a limited schedule. Simultaneously, CNAC fired all Ch - ese
personnel, subsequently secreening and hiring back some of them.
At the -present time CxAC's Americen personnel -and the CAF
are Jointly operating at .about half schedule, but Pan American
Alrways have sent one of thelr bigdogs over here and there 1s
a general housecleaning "in progress. We are supvosed to resume
comp’ete operaticn of the airline at the end ‘of -thils month,
but the CAF is going to be 2 bit difficult about it I fear.
There has been a "purse" of Amerlcan personrel in the
maintenance, -supply, and engineerins cections, and about
eicht pillots have been released so far -- so maybe I'll be
~oing home -before I .planned, and end up in the Army Jjust about
time to fipht cur next war.

The other hiz event this month was a -terrific birthday
rapty tkat MR thpew for Tud, Tt .wes a "kid" partv end I
vwag dressed like a Chinése ycunscster,' open-seat and all,
excent I didn't revesl ar mucr as they do on.account ¥
had a king-size diaper on underneath -- ‘MR wes dresged as
ry "amah" c¢r nurse. The cute little gal had flowers 2l1 over
tre place, and¢ served bu fet ané cake tc 27 peorle, with trizes
fc came and cestume winners and favors for everybody -- must
have cost her over 200 bucks ! The Arrcw shirt and tie that she
got me on the rarket over h~re cost 50,000 Chinese dollars I know.'
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Incidertally vou mav as well send my mail tc MMB as she
§ti1]1 has APO facilities, and CLAC 4= now off the list. Aixx

On my lest triv to Chungking, I had no passengers, only
e load of gasoline drums, so I tcok a sichtseeling trip up the
Yangtze gcrse -~ & beautiful sight -- I flew al the way to
Chungking et one thousand feet above sea leve, thrcugh
mountain rances with reaks as high as 1C,000 feet, and
sometires the walls of the gorge rose just abcut straizht up for
two or three thousand feet ! :

Happy belated birthday greetings to Bobbie ard Bart and
Hoklis -- I'll see if I can ccnouer this acute case .of
pernictuus ZRxixx inertis and get = pr off for all of youse.
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i zurlepkids -- Shanzghel, China
, Ticrneer Day, 1949
‘cuse the slicht Celay In the monthly missive, but I've
beer. ir the mide* cf moving t¢ my ner penthcuse bygewd
areriment, besldes belng awaey on a‘specisl project for a while.

The sreclel rroject invelved the air carry cof sbout 500
tona cf supplies tc a gerrison of 22,000 Chinese.Kuomingtang troops
vho hhad been beleagured fcr about nine menths ané completely
surrcunded bv Communist troops for the last thirty days, so that
their suppile- wers exhausted., It tarted out as a rice dropping
missicn, bu‘ because of the cease~fire truce 1in effect at the time
and because the Natlcnalists troops had centrel of the airedrip.
at the "target" we Just shuttled back end forth from our base
forty miles away -~ landing and unloading at the target -- ebout
& thirty minute flight each way.

liow about the apartmernt -- it 1s on the eighth floor cf the

"/lamilton Hruse" which: forms one corner of a busy irtersectiocn
3n dontown Shanﬁhai, the o*rer ccrners bel-g formed by the
Metropole Hotel” (Shanghal's Hellywood Plaza); the iunicira’

building (Police, etc.); and the "Develorment Zuilding wh.ch

heuses the Americarn Consulate and the U.S. Army Headguarters

staff besides lmrortant business offices. Pretty sncoty, huh?

Beslées & kitchen, bath and bedrcom, it has a diring reom, & sunken

living rocm, and a beautiful large terrace. If I were tc'buy"

1t thrcugh recular channels it would cozt akcut five thousand

dollars U.5. fer furnituve and "key money" {whick 1s nothing but

e gift or bribe to the owner or former occupent.) As it is, I

obtained it frcm some friends i~ Mary lMargaret's office who e==
IWE GOEzene home mewt—week , and I paid only $1,200.00 for the furniture,

which is even less than its presen* market value, but which 1s more

than they had gpent for 1t six months sgo, so 1t was & pood arranger

ment for all concerned. Actua 1y it will cost me less tc live here

and pay mv own servents than 1t was costing me out at my other

very small place, besides saving fr'm fifty tc¢ a hundred dollars

a month on transrortat:on -- might even be able tc live on a tudge$k

of a million dollars (Chinese) pe: mont®: ncw. I am ce:tainly

pleased about the whole t%ing, and am the envy of all, ae housing

is more acute here t-an in the states I believe.

Little Eddle Morgan (Burlap, I&aho) has been here a couple
of times tc stay with me -- he's based on Okinawa with the Air
Transrort Ccmmand.

Sounds live I'é be drefted 1~ I were tc ccme home now =-
ther- 1is even a possibility of my being draft=¢ from my p?esent.
rosition. One of t™e boys in the Calcutta stockroom was crafted
recently, and I know another fellow who was with Uniteé Press
in Crungking, and was drafted over here. Hope 1t dcesn't happen
to me, as I think I have done(and.am now doing) as much as I can
in the interest of winning th:e war and picking up the pleces.
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| The little red-head and I are rretty much in love, and get e
WMl 2lons bezutif 1y together, but as yet heve n t reconciled ﬁ .
zﬁ'- tre di ference in religicn, which 1= 211 important tc me. y’*
aiAl Incidentally I broke her nose last Saturday whlle I was trying bty
-P‘ tc get awey from her -- how 'bout that ! I have wltinessessess 1> &
_}ﬁ te rreve it wee in self defence, but she still loves me s¢ I g,j}
Ayl guess 1+ doesn't matter. 4
Ll © 39
Al N
&Y Qur regular lanéine fleld et Chungkinz (on an 1sland in the AR
‘ Yanctse) 1s under water for a couple of months as the river levé 75
44| risesabout eighty feet each srring, and ip fact it looks like the 5
XAl wheole Yanegtse valle and Yellow river vellev would be inundatec for>
<indl 1T the wate: rcse ancther six inches | Hundreds of souare miles cf Z 8
b=~ &l tlllec¢ fzrmland are under water at t-is time esch year -- surely 1
iﬂﬁ avpears futile for these pedrle tc battle the water each year and 08
5% lose, only tc try aca'n next year. !355
Usually we fly out, overnight at Pelping, HongKong, or K
Chungking. and return to Shanghal the next day. PBut the last ‘&I
tine I got roped into 2 Junket that lasted four days and took me O

to Chungking, Yong K ng, ené down tc tre Island of Hainan in

the South China Sea. An interestinz little spot. The Japs

‘Hiave occurled 1t for abcut eight yeats and had built a beautiful
alrxmrk base /two swirming pools yet) fr.m which they bombéd™”
Kunming and Chungking. X~ crew ané I whipped into town to

buy scme frest ninearples, watermelons ané coccamuts, and have &
fine Cantonese df ner vhich c¢ sisted in part of: fish; fited
vrawns in shell; sweet and sour port (with vinespple); baked whole
chickens; and stewed duck legs wiliih sauce -- a real dellcacy

down there, although I don't surpose they throw away the rest

of the dueck. All this while the Tovernor of Kwangtung Fro ince

(a three-star Chinese general) his %onor guard and trass band ccdled
their collec*ive heels at he alrpost walitling tc get back tc Canton.
Wotta life,

The stuff Aunt Pearl wants 1s available, but due to the
inflation ané soarinz prices her silk table cloth 1s now
about #10.00 {this in Hong Kong -- Shanghai is still higher)
and pajamas »re alsc 10-15 dollars. The peasant blouses will
cost about-“4.50 or $5.00. Peiping might be a little
chearer. and 1f we ever start flying into Manchuria, stu-f
like that can he had for about Tifty cents -- it's fantastic.

Alors, my "Number One" boy Chu Ching Tze sez "riffin
down, “aster,” so I'll see .ycu agairn next month.
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Son of David Tarbet (1883 - 1959) and
Gertrude Veronica Theurer (1885 - 1978)

The last child of this family was Lyman Webster Tarbet, born February
5, 1922, in Logan, Utah. He was an outstanding scholar; during high school
he visited often, with the encouragement of Dr. Sherwin Maeser, at Utah State
Agricultural College and assisted in the chemistry department. He continued
this association with Dr. Maeser while attending Utah State; Dr. Maeser hired
him as an assistant to set up chemistry experiments and stated that he was
always confident that the experiments would be prepared accurately. Dr.
Maeser stated at Lyman's funeral that he had planned to nominate him as a
Rhodes Scholar.

Lyman had a beautiful baritone voice and studied with Walter Welti; he
performed locally at various activities.

Lyman's college career was interrupted by World War II, and he was
accepted into the US Air Force. He learned to fly a plane at the Logan-Cache
Airport. In the Air Force he was assigned to Matagorda Peninsula to assist in
the gunnery experiments there. His majors in college were physics and
mathematics, and these subjects served greatly in the assignment. While coming
in for a landing, his plane crashed, and he was killed. The date was October 18,
1944; he was just twenty-two years old. .
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